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Regulations"

Because of special management considerations, angling regqulations
are complex. A salmon punch card is required with a daily bag limit
of three trout and five salmon, but no more than two salmon greater
than 22 inches total length. There are also special weekly bag

and possession limits.

€Y/ - Humboldt County
Species Present

Fall chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present.
Secondary specles include coho and summer steelhead.

Stocking Program

Production goals for Mad River fish plants from Mad River Hatchery
are 100,000 chinook yearlings and 4 million fingerlings, 500,000
coho yearlings, and 250,000 winter/summer steelhead yearlings. Most
planting is done in the spring, with some fall plants.

Fisheries

Fall chinook are caught from October through December. Few are
taken after that. MWinter steelhead enter as early as November, with
best fishing in January and February. Coho are taken December
through January primarily. Summer steelhead reside in the lower
river during summer and early fall months.

Angler access 1s limited to the lower thirteen miles and some access
is available several miles upstream. The majority of Mad River in
Humboldt County is privately owned and posted. Most fishing is from
shore, with some drift boating and boating in the estuary

Management

Mad River Hatchery 1s a non-mitigation facility that supplements
wild stock production. Stream improvement projects are ongoing to
enhance salmonid spawning and rearing habitats.

Regulations

Accessible areas of the lower Mad River are open to angling vear
round. Those areas are closed to fishing during low flows from

- early October to late December to prevent adult salmon overharvest.

€k/ - Humboldt County

e G

Species Present

Fall chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present.
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Jecondary species include coho and a few coastal cutthroat trout.

Stocking Program

Frairie Creek Hatchery stocks the Redwood Creek drainage, primarily
back into Prairie Creek. Releases include around 50,000 yearling

chinook, 50,000 yearling coho and 40,000 yearling steelhead.
Fisheries

Winter chinook enter Redwood Creek when the mouth opens to the
ocean, normally in late October. Anglers bank fish for them through
December. Coho are caught November into January. Winter steelhead
fishing occurs December into February.

Angler access is good from the mouth toIPrairie Creek by road, about
three miles.” A few cutthroat trout are caught in the same area
during migration periods in the fall and spring.

Management ' -

Much of Redwood Creek is within Redwood National Park. The
embayment water level is manipulated by RNP with controlled
breaching summer through fall. This allows for extended rearing for
salmonids, primarily chinook, and alleviates local flooding
problems. All of lower Redwood Creek is leveed, which has stopped
natural water circulation to the south slough. Gated culverts have
been installed through the south levee to restore circulation and
increase rearing space.

Regulations

The lower six miles of Redwood Creek is open to angling year round.
The remainder is closed to fishing from mid-November through late
May to protect adult spawners and pre-smolts. The lower river is
closed during low flows from early October to late December to
prevent adult salmon overharvest.

4., Smith River - Del Norte County

a.

Species Present

Winter chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present.
Coastal cutthroat trout is the secondary sport species.

Stocking Program

A private non-profit hatchery at Rowdy Creek releases primarily
chinook and steelhead into the Smith River system. Production goals
are 450,000 chinook smolts and 35,000 steelhead smolts released

annually.

Fisheries



( NOw
. NAME ’Mu?l“‘ CRERTK ‘ _____ ’N'l Yo e “D--—---- s
;‘ STI\LAM SECTION : .From____.3math To._Source _
L. TRIBUTARY To - REDJAOOD._CREZK Twp.11N R.;I.E.--.S.ec.-.“.éé--
OTHER NAMES L RIVER SYSTEM__RZD40CD. gu’*“ f
STOCKING RECORD /7 #0 - e e
) . . : ; ToraL NUMBER OBSER. ) A PLANT!NG
Date e pr—:cuas* T ; Lo Sze :+ Weenr  oFFisu Loss - . HarcHery ‘. . LOCALITY.. L .
5/22m ... ' v ﬂrairia Cr. otate
S/ 4,?/40_.--_...;&13-_- vae_.n,-az._- .J,,Jnﬂ Fal/ X P ﬁ,wD~----Q ...... }:miria--ur.i}h .Jam.i.nm Hanch
A0/efa0 -DE sm J.i-:.éz-_p.,--nz;-,- ,l,iia'?_._a By, 48,800 - 0 . Pu Cu. . J.zrata_fax}:_ama
C e Praixis Cre . .
_Q/J,:!-:dl/&l-n»AaIB_-,.. Lal,ﬁ-p-..-&;.., z,aga ,cza.--dﬂ, 560 8. Ri 0, Stata Perk: a.ra&*f .
I, - Prairie Cr, o
11/8/41 . SH=EMIL ,Lz,.»‘?-rl»?_-p.nz ul,aQQ 0z, 24,080 PUPIIE 24--':4_-_* State Patk eres -
10/12 & ‘ “Prairie Cr..
J.D,/J.él 42 . _SHaIM!: ‘1'? 'm 0% 1,5,32 n_.a‘--BA,Q«&D S ALIAL P.;-_G,-_'_;. State Park'area < il
o _ Se end Prairie .
R:YA 1443_ _s;mmc-- J.?..p*-.oz.»----____: _-__-ﬁaa_.azu--._a,azs- oD Pi.ly . Stats Pavle . =
. Se¢ end Rrairie . .
_l/z_&_a/a/és_s»ssm lz-:sv.-.p.--oz...-_ 2,877 0z84:B3 ,D;JD B0 . P, Ca-— State Paxk
. 8/19& | Prairie Cr. .
. BfR4fad . ﬂ-.-:___ 10 pa OZe J_,J_OQ_-x)zs. LL,QBQ _____ .. Pu (s State Park apea
{ o ' Prairie Cr,
£ pf10es) 1/44-111.-.3--_- A.5=7.5 0,02, 4,250 m.--@,ﬁ% _____ 2. . PuCu . Stete Park svem
_ : *AVe 21 DPu O Prairie Cr, o
LB/ B) 45 SHwSM . 1730 Poo- 0Ty 2,410 M.--bu,m _--ll----_- T‘.‘--C‘--_... Siate Park eres -
: e S, end of Prairis
: 8,15,!-46-_--‘-.-52193,’:1-"- IS W, - P wm‘an?wo ..... B Py Ca._ Cresk State Park
. t’/"/ Av. b p. OZ. .I’I. I.,Ost Man cr.
: .5/4,5-8/8/.4&..&‘1-3---- 5210.Pe Oz ... 2062 028, 14,256 0 . Pa Qs PaCa Stete Park’
Beiedy 0 XS=TC 28 per 0z. . 900 078. 25,200 3 P. C. P, Ce State Pﬁrk‘*
‘ - South end of
B=iwd? oo RT=8.. 1L D3T.0%Ze.. . ..1;000 028..11,000 . 0 Pe Cs P, C. State Park
E S ‘ ‘ : - South end of =
BeBwa7 .. ... GH=SM_ 28 Da 0Za... .. 500 025... 12,000 3 Poe Cs - P, Co Btate Park
. T - ». Soutn Do;n&iry grO{gai:
7-26-48 - RT-GFS 8.8p. ozf 1,000 ozs.. 8,800 0O .. Pf C. g.gimm;}:lg_ﬁal_efin Si8+e
8 - Lower boundary \ Dark
_ &-.-l?.—.-h& ...... VSE-.-B%L_‘.-.-.- -_25__;).--95,-_-__;-; ........ 509.-st.__-_13,000_--.0___-- P C.L-_m of Prairig Cr. St. Par
' So, end of Prairie Cr.
Q/‘—‘/ G f-s_z =3P g e 596 ozs—--iS,‘;’OG---g- e ---P—---Gr— —55ase-Park——-
So, bound P
- 8/es/52. sn 33/0ze .. . ~___1;Qo 0% 13,200 11 _R.CoGrr'S mm“?‘;ifﬁ__fm’."
' . So. boundary Pralrie
2 : f
8/25/5 XS L.8/0z, 600 oz. .. 2,880 0 _pla.-“{;rm_staw_m: i
590/7/12/54 _CT 14/0z | ' 1,072 oz 15,008 26 "™ At State Park .
- T n . State Park zmi above
550 »77/20/54 CT 12/oz . 1250 oz 15,000 5 " bridge at lower boun
(ELlamath River,
’Jbﬁs?ot of iing Selmon Plﬂ.ata;l An Prairis Creek becanse truek broka.down on way.to
(OVER)

CFG-SR 2.46. 54713 2.46 1M 670 GTE7mw



/"

L

v

(24

s

Date

,  STOCKING RECORD | ;

ToTaL NuMBER OBSE' ' ’ PLANTING

t

SpECIES szﬁ WEIGHT oF FisH Loss HaTcHERY .. Locaury .
2mi N. to 3§ mi S. o
9/6/55 cT 9.5/ az L90. 0z A7QL . 3. Prairie Cr __Prairie Cr state par
' : 2-5 mi N, of ( 5
-9/8/85 . CT 9.6/0z 720 02 .. 6912 L Prairie Cr_ Park entrance “ 7
- 5mni N, to Zmi 3, ¢
Q/27/55 cT 6lon 990 oz ... 5940 Q. . E"alrla__c_t&__ﬂark camp__;'round%
~9/27/55... __CT. —..bfoz 1120 'le._O o :L Pra.lrl.‘-_Qn__-_OJ.d.--Mmmmv Hole
g/2./56  SH 10/0z 2l oz C2L0 Rescusd 5 mi. N. of Park Cff
8/2,/56 - SH Vou; _how 4 _Rescusd
. 8/éh/56 ss 9/oz 16 oz S _ Rescevd ' n — "
8/24/56 CT , . +adult 1 Rescued .. B RN
1957  CT-C Fing. 4,656 Mt.Shasta _
1959 BT-C Flng 'ﬂ25.Z_L/oz.' 300 ozs. 10,530 " Mt. Shasta
8/13/61 . CT-C Fing. 2&/oz.. 480 ozs. 11,520 Mt Shasta .-
_L%b - Tl BSlb. I bs. 2202 P Crek

13 /A

5// 16].0bs,.. 56,510 O N Ry F,»J ch/

v Tinelp. S days J;w

S ~L-9]

S

- lo, e//b

‘35]5'/65 '9;?20 O pCFH X oo ledve pomA

(.




CALIFORNIA DLVISION CF FISH :D GLME - TIS{ STOCKING RECORD No.
Name oflake or° =tream EBQIBIn 'GREEK  Tributary to " ' REDWOON CREEK River system

Other names , County HILBOLIT o TOWDShlp 11N Ranoe _1E ¢ Section 27
Stream section: ~- From‘: o o Toes -» - ey ~Length of stream- SeCthH' :
SPECIES: - STEELHEAD N SEECIES: ‘SILVER -SAIMON - - . __SPECIZS: . CHINOOK SALMON

. Per Per g Per

| Date Number |oz. Remarks Date Number toz. Remarks Date | Number {oz. Remarks

1930 365, 6
1930 229,680 »600

1931 | 201,740 | ‘ : | r

1931 | 388,330
, 1931 | 103,840

1932 60,000 o 1932 370,840
: 1932 13,850
1933 | 446,570 '

1933 83,925 : ’ 1933 69,840
1934 50,000 11934 | 400,824 1934 29,628
1935 49,040 |- ; 1935 | 176,060

1936 43,695 1936 121,000

1938 : 1938 | T B

lJune 24| 35,000 | 50 | Prairie Cr. Hat) mevr.29- 36,000 | 50 | Prairie Cr. Hat.

7une 27| 14,800 | 50 v n |Febr. -23 51,800 | 48| v wooom
aug. 13| 14,000 | 36 " " " | Febr.2d4 49,600 | 48 " moom
Sept. 21 7,500 | 251 " " | Febr.23 16,400 |45.5] » =
Sept. 29 10,600 | 23| " w n | apr.28| 48,000 | 24 " "oom
apr.29| 18,200 | 21 moom o

" 20| 10,000 | 24 n o

(over)

D
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Date
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Date
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‘Remar
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1939

July 21

13,600

42.5

Prairie»Cr. Hat.

May 17

1839

26 ]

i 1930

25,000

July 30

35, 600
25,500

37
34
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Page 2

CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF FISH aAND GAME - ™ISH STOCKING RECORD No.
Name of lake or stream_ppaipIp CREEK Tributary to REDRQOD. CREEK River system
Other names County BUMBOLDT Township 3y Rangejp Section gy
Stream section: From: ‘ To: Length of stream section:
SPECTES : CUT] T SALMON SPECIES: KING SALMON SPECIES: STEELHEAD
) | Per . Per Per
Date Number |oz. Remarks ] Date Number {oz. Remarks Date J Number |oz. Remarks
1931 53,230 I
1932 44,460
1933 39,060
1934 22,400
1938 : _1939 1,300 | 25 -|Rescwed-Wilson Cr.
D " " "
June 27 3,360 7 Prairie Cr. Hat.] May 17 48 2 ‘
i i




SPECIES : SILVER SALM®N SPECIES: SPECIES:
! Pex v | Per Per
Date Number {o0Z.. Remarks Date Number |oz. Remarks Date Number ;o0z. Rem&arks
1939 Rescued-
' Turwar Cr.
Juie 19! 1,000 4 A




CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME

Stream Survey

No
Name__ Prairie Creek ‘ Tributary to.Redwood Creek ____ ____ River system.___Same
Other names
County__ Humboldt Township__ 11 N — _Range. 1. E_ .S &7
Tributaries lost man _creek
STREAM SECTION UPPER MIDDLE LOWER STREAM SECTION UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Length 11 Mi., entird stream Altitude_. 30' to zero
Minimum flow 4 S.F. Torrential
Constant Yes Rapid
Intermittent Medium .
Dry Slow. Yes
Maximum temperature. 60 Type of bottom Sand and silt
Average width 12! Average depth 1"
Obstructions _ None Diversions Nane
Lakes present None ' Open or closed Open 1 See note
STREAM SECTION - UPPER | MIDDLE LOWER
Character of drainage basin Brushy flets and swamp land.
Dominant trees, brush Usual types of brush and small timber, redwood
Spawning grounds Common ' : :
Fish food Abundant usual types
Fishes present ' S.S., S.H., and cut| throats
Degree fished Heavy .
Stocking accessibility BRedwood highway pamnallels stream for several miles
Stocking recommendations S.8., S.H., And C.T. ,

Past stocking—species and success...Heavy plants all three species with results unknown account héaVY

natural reproductions., LS _unxno

Extent of natural propagation_ Probably extensive.

Sources of data Vm. J. Herp, A.E. Burghduff

References Same

Additional data Div. of Fish and Game operate egg collecting racks at mouth of Lost Man Creek.

Hatchery is located near creek on Lost Man Creek. Principal value of racks is in

collecting Silver Salmon eggs. The stream is subject to heavy freshets. Stream

was _closed by F & G for several years._but opened in 1935.

1568 3-38 IOM
CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE
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"ARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES .

DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME
FIELD CORRESPONDENCE .

FROM: S. C. Smedley o PLACE Oorick, Calif,
TO: ‘Bureau of Fish Conservation DATE Dec, 8, 1850
SUBJECT: Redwood Creek KS Plant

Desr Sir:

In your letter ol Nov, 15th‘out11ning the program of Prairie
Creek Hatchery for the coming season it was stated that the

100,000 Fall Creek KS on hand were to be planted locally as
recommended by Garth Murphy and myaelf.

Since there is no deaignated 1ocality for theae kS, and since
they are, in a sense, surplus fish, and since Prairie Cr. is
now an experimental hatchery, it is my recommendation that
subject fish be planted 4in Redwood Creek. I further recomm-
end that the planting technique uaed is that suggested in my
letter of April 3rd,

It was proposed, you will recall, that live-cars be used in
planting anadromous fishes; the fish were to be held 1n live
-cars. near the mouth of the planted stream until accustomed -
to salt water and then planted directly into the ocean, thus
eliminating stream. 1oaaes..

In the original proposal, 500,000 KS (termed a saturation
plant) was the plant. auggested for Redwood Creekj however,

- 100,000 unalloted KS are now on hand e&nd this number is large
enough for a pracjical demonstration of the radicel procedure
outlined, Furthermore, it might be wisé to meke the initial
attempt at this new technique wlth ths smaller number; mech-
anical difficulties might thus be corrected before any "pro-
duction" plant is made. because we would be develcping &
new technigue I do not believe the first plant should be
considered & production plant. ‘ _

Any production plant nmade ‘under the new procedure should con-
sist of marked fish and it is possible that ell marking com-
binations have been assigned by the Tri-State committee; the
virtue, however, of learning the new procedure would remain
unerfected by the possible lack of marking. -

Other than Murphy's fish screen and possibly the writens
grader, the State of California has, to my knowledge, con-
tributed little of an original nature to fish work in gen-
eral. The proposal outlined in my letter of Aprll 5rd and
discussed here has distinct possibilities; if it 1s attempted,
the full resources of the Bureau should be behind the attempt.

Yours truly,

ces Garth Murphy | &;f?772252255;:::=44;;%%z;7
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Hatchery Production

The Prairie Creek Hatchery released 54,048 steelhead, 52,708
chinook and 209,081 coho juveniles in the 1979-1980 fiscal year
(Sanders 1981). Chinook juveniles were released into a tributary of
Prairie Creek as age 1+ fish in March and April (Sanders, personal
communication). Only a few hatchery fish were caught during the
sampling year. Hatchery fish, recognized by fin-clips and large size,
were released before the migration of wild juvenile salmonids. One
hatchery coho, identified by a fin clip, was caught in the north slough
during a purse seining attempt on April 12. The hatchery coho was 160
mm long. Because of the release and migration timing difference

between hatchery and wild salmonids, it appears hatchery fish were not

impacting wild juvenile chinook and steelhead utilizing the estuary.

(AR Son, (4%



NAME... PRATRIZ CREEK o R SRR CoUNTY. ... HUEBOINT

STREAM SECTION coee oo FrOMY e T
TrisuTARY To._R3ID30OD. LREZEX e Twp AWM. R.IE Sec. 27
Orraer NAMES ' River System.. REDHOOD CRIZK.

PRIORITY - BASIC STOCKING POLICY
Steelhead A ' - ' . : .
Rainbow B Fréquency ‘ Annuallv L Annumally
Smadley & .
Orig. by..Shapovaloy . || Species.......... Sioelhead ... Rainhow
Date 2/ 3_-’-‘-/ 4_‘? Size 33 PRL._QZe 10 per. O
Rev. by S 1| Total weight_. 500, ozna 1,000 078
Date ... i Number of fish. 17,500 10,000
Rev.by.._.... e Time of year
Date. . i : B‘aqiq
- Other Management

Maps... UaSsZaa Klomatn Ne Fo (oot Half) 1934.
Accessibility (Travel Directions; Road or Trail; Distance or Time; Season) ... I
Truck 50 Mmine. 0. 45 mine S
Planting Localities.2zairic Craek Redweods Staie Park and 1 mi. balow south bowndary
_OF P.CeReSaPs ) .

(OVER)



Releases to Prairie Creek from Caltrans Pond Rearing Program

As of 3993-/99%

Year

PRV 1990
1991

1992
1993

199+
1995

Chinook CWT Number

33,900 NA
32,226 NA

8,190 NA
62,410 06-01~-05-01-03
83,070 NA
37710 Tegs<d o4, o1 -05-01-0Y
;Jsoawanm

Coho

35,645
1,640
24,380
500
26,710
17,430
7,23%0

CWT Number SH

06-01-05-01-02 24,800
NA

06-01-05-01-01
NA
NA 6,810
NA
MA



CALIEORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND,
.'ISH PLANTING RECEIP'.

ROM_PEQLCLQ_(,LE.LEJL_J—_.@__LCLE dﬂ__idﬂ_i_ Date planted_m__z_l_.. 1995

F
§ TRIBUTARY TO 'Redb\)wd C pegh . Exacr LocaLITY OF PLANTING

| County_ Hymlpoldt FIk Rorie Conp Ground
?AMEOF . y : : : )
" STREAM '

OR LAKE P‘B\T‘le C’Peek\
Trutary 1o Poduiond — (reek
CounTty H_Uyy\,bgld"'

- SPECIES Lot ox EGG Sounce . : Snze Forar-NiEichT NuMBeR oF FisH Ossenvep Loss
Caho Cal.Trans Mitigahon [300 toa lbl (o 0
Chinpols Cal Trans Mli‘{\z}a"'lén 300 foo il D 0
Counted and loaded by o Uesé/oh
Tetﬁpcrature of planted water. 5¢° Time JO 00 AM. Temperature in cans or tank 51
Condition of fish_ Br\ﬁecﬂ Y _hed +AU - Time en route—Truck Pack Airplane
Remanxs: JhanKs | we Jlearmed . alot. Please Subarv = 1 hour

toke core of ovr fisk.
Oberves Etire Trinidad 7% qmc/e /993 Paneed by_SETh | Arcber, Llaire

Address o Organizatio \dad L\OG, 20 0 Title Rubber Bost BPI()‘QAE
o T ded v

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
FISH , PLANTING RECEIPT

ROM ?(O\l‘(l& %w)// \“@ T‘([mw S‘ Date planted_&kl_% qqa

1 RIBUTARY TO E L LITY OF PLANTING
XACT Loca
‘-H (:Oer'n' H ) m l’o , 7‘ 1?’ .

, vison B Brid e — Mans tew
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PCFWWRA
Prairie Creek 1992
Releases

Chinook

June 4 6,340 released in Prairie Cr. @ first hole
: above confluence with Redwood Cr.
@ 167 per 1b.

June 30 1,850 released in Prairie Cr. @ Elk Prairie
@ 296 per 1lb.

All Chinook releases were un-tagged.
The total Chinook release of 8,190 represents 90.0% of the
eyed eggs, and 57.0% of the total egg take.

Coho
June 5 7,120 released in upper Prairie Cr. from
fire road crossing upstream
: @ 160 per 1lb.
~June 5 3,180 released in May Cr.
‘ @ 172 per 1b.
June 6 4,290 released in Brown’s Cr.
@ 172 per 1b.
June 6 3,780 released in Boyes Cr.
@ 352 per 1b.
June 7 1,140 released in S.Fk. Brown’s
‘ @ 352 per 1lb.
June 7 1,140 released in each of the following; Ten
Tapo Cr.,Little Cr., Worn Grove Cr.,CREA Cr.
@ 352 per 1lb.
June 8 1,140 released in Bud Pond Grove Cr.
' @ 352 per 1lb.
June 8 1,500 released in Big Tree Cr.

@ 352 per 1b.

All Coho releases were un-tagged.
The total Coho release of 26,710 represents 96.0% of the
eyed eggs, and 59.0% of the total egg take.

Steelhead

June 30 6,810 released in Prairie Cr. @ fire road
crossing .

@ 450 per 1b.

All Steelhead releases were un-tagged.

The total Steelhead release of 6,810 represents 89.0% of the

eyed eggs, and 45.0% of the total egg take.
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Per Per Per
Date Number {oz. Remarks Date Number 0z.1 Remarks Date Number Remarks
1938
Redwood Creek 1959 Rescued~
June 24 35,000 | 50 | Prairte cr.Hat. |l7/1/38 | 400 Rescue Sept.29 200 | 10 | Redwood Creek.
June 27 14,800 >0 T ) 3 | Sept.30 120 10 noon "
July 19 26,400 40 gippar) "
Aug. 13 11,100 | 37 nooomon
sept.2ly 7,500 25 noom "
sgpt.zq 8,300 23 " " "
b
1939 | (Upper)
June 2¢ 12,000 49 | Prairie Cr.Hat.
June 2¢ 10,000 s7 {» n
July 7| 30,200 48 { » v m
July 14 22,800 52 | n . m om
uly 3Q| 14,400 30 |(Lower) " = -~ n
July 30| 17,800 |37 | * nowom
Aug. 11} 14,000 35 | Prairie Cr. Hat.
D . -
Sept. 2p 500 | 3 -hgagiedidy ge?%agqile cr.)
Sept. 28 1,600 8 Rescued-Redwood Cxl -
Sept. 2p 360 100 " " "
sept. 3p , 100 [10 | " "
9/39 11 5? CadsiNL CUTTRRYT
/ 8 /190 (123 H-50-  Hinprawey:
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Twp. 11N; Range 1E; Sec. 34
HOMBOLDT COUNTY

15,000--4!‘Upper
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Yeun Ratnbow| Leven] head [Broow | Broww Lave [Sperted] Thycot [GoVaew93lma oo
1930 40,000
1933 8, 100
1933 | (Upper) 20,020
1934 | (Upper) 20,000
1934 (Upper) 20,000 t
1936
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NOTES
PINK SALMON IN PRAIRIE CREEK, CALIFORNIA

‘Another of those infrequent visits to California waters has been made
at least one individual of the species Oncorhynchus gorbuscha, the
sink or ‘‘humpback’’ salmon. The specimen, a male 26 inches in fork
gth and weighing seven pounds, was taken in Prairie Creek, tributary
‘Redwood Creek in Humboldt County, on October 13, 1951, The normal
‘gpawning grounds for these fish lie well north of California, usually from

Washington to Alaska. Pink salmon mature and spawn at the early age

‘ " FIGURE 1. Pink salmon (Oncprhyhchu: gorbuscha) from Prairie Creek, California.
Photograph by J. B. Kimsey .

. Previous appearances of the species in California waters have been
recorded at various times; indeed, fairly respectable runs apparently oc-
curred in some Mendocino County streams during 1937. (See ‘‘Pink
almon in California’’ by A. C. Taft, California Fish and Game, vol. 24,
0.2, p. 197-8, April, 1938.) These, however, do not appear to have been
epeated regularly and the appearance of isolated individuals in Cali-
lornia remains noteworthy.—S. C. Smedley, Bureaw of Fish' Conserva-
ton, California Department of Fish and Game, November, 1951.
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